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Senate Select Committee on Ethics: 

A Brief History of Its Evolution and Jurisdiction 

Summary 

This report provides a brief history of the creation, evolution, activities, and 
membership of the Senate Select Committee on Ethics. First established in 1964 as 
the Select Committee on Standards and Conduct, it was renamed the Select 
Committee on Ethics in 1 977 when its jurisdiction and procedures were expanded to 
help implement revisions to the Senate Code of Official Conduct. 

This six-member, bipartisan committee investigates complaints and allegations 
of improper conduct and violations of the Senate Code of Official Conduct, and 
recommends, when appropriate, disciplinary action against Senators and staff. It also 
suggests rules or regulations and renders advisory opinions to insure appropriate 
Senate standards and conduct; and regulates the use of the franking privilege in the 
Senate, investigates unauthorized disclosures of intelligence information, administers 
the Senate financial disclosure requirements of the Ethics in Government Act, and 
regulates the disposition of gifts from foreign governments received by Members, 
officers, and employees of the Senate. 

Since 1964, committee public statements and official documents, as well as 
information released by Senators who were the subject of committee action, indicate 
that the committee has considered allegations involving at least 38 Senators, all but 
three investigations occurring after 1977. Two Senators resigned before expected 
expulsion (one for a bribery conviction and the other because of charges of sexual 
misconduct and alterations to subpoenaed documents); one Senator was censured; 
and two were denounced (a form of censure) by the full Senate for financial 
misconduct. One Senator was “severely admonished” by the committee for the 
acceptance of and failure to disclose prohibited gifts; one was rebuked by the 
committee for improper acceptance of gifts; and one involved in the “Keating Five” 
case was reprimanded by the committee. The other four Senators in the latter case 
were criticized in written statements by the committee for showing poor judgement 
and giving the appearance of acting improperly. In some of the 38 cases, complaints 
were dismissed or no disciplinary or official action was reported to be taken by the 
committee. 

This report will be updated as necessary. For additional information, please see 
CRS Report RL30764, Enforcement of the Congressional Rules of Conduct: An 
Historical Overx’iew, by Mildred Amer. 
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